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Across a Hundred Mountains 

By Reyna Grande
_______________________________________________
Los Angeles, CA—August 2006—2003 PEN Emerging Voice Reyna Grande still remembers attempting to illegally cross the border in the middle of the night, running away from the helicopter hovering above her. She was only nine years old, but this experience, along with her experience of being left behind in Mexico for five years while her parents worked in the U.S., has given shape to her debut novel,  ACROSS A HUNDRED MOUNTAINS (Atria Books; Hardcover $23.00; ISBN: 0-7432-6957-8; Pub. Date: June 2006).


Juana, a 12-year-old Mexican girl, is waiting to hear from her long-gone father that he is ready to bring her family to “el otro lado” – America.  When word doesn’t come and her devastated mother is left to sell herself to keep food on the table, Juana takes matters into her own hands.  She sets out to follow her father’s trail, determined to find him and piece her family back together.

Just 14, Juana is not prepared for the long, dismal journey in front of her – the hiding, the coyotes and the tip-toeing through woods at night.  Along the way, she is wrongfully accused of stealing a man’s wallet and thrown in a Tijuana jail, where she ignites the strongest of friendships with an American runaway not much older than she.  Juana’s new friend introduces her to dangerous territory, but brings her closer to her father and her new life every tumultuous step of the way.

Grande puts a human face on the economically and politically charged issue of illegal immigration from Mexico to the United States, the largest undocumented immigration to America. According to People Magazine, “Grande's spare, elegantly written tale of a young Mexican girl searching for her farmworker father, missing since he left to seek his fortune in 'el otro lado', is a timely and riveting read.” 
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Reyna Grande, born in Guerrero, Mexico in 1975, migrated to Los Angeles at age nine, following her parents who were among those Mexicans who made a successful transition to the U.S. Grande now teaches ESL to adult students in Los Angeles, where she lives with her young son.
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